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SKILLS TEST 5 & 6

READING

1 Read the article quickly. Mark [v'] the seven things that it mentions.

Star Wars - a modern
fairy tale?

The Star Wars films are some of the
most popular science fiction movies
in film history. The original movie,
which came out in 1977, was thrilling,
with amazing special effects. The
new movies, which will be shown
over the next few years, have
passionate fans. Despite the critics,
Star Wars will continue making a lot
of money. But what makes Star Wars
movies so successful?

One possible reason is that they

are like the fairy tales we enjoyed
when we were children. Many of
them have the same kind of plot and
characters as Star Wars, even though
the setting is completely different. In
fact, Harrison Ford, who played the

the first Star Wars movie

how many Star Wars movies there have been

what Star Wars is similar to
where Star Wars is set

the people in the Star Wars films

the things that happen in the stories of

fairy tales

character Han Solo, once said that
he thought Star Wars was more like a
fairy tale than a science fiction movie.

First, let’s start with the characters. In
fairy tales, it’s common for the hero
to be alone in the world. They might
have no mother or father, and they
might not know who they really are.
But, by the end of the story, they will
have become an important person -
perhaps a prince or princess.

In fairy tales, a common plot is for
the hero to go on a journey. They
leave home, which they can never
return to, and travel far, finding out
who they really are. On the way,
they usually meet people who teach
them something important - like a
fairy godmother, or the character of
Obi-Wan Kenobi in Star Wars. Often,

fairy tales

7 people who help the main character in

8 the bad people in fairy tales
9 the last part of the story of fairy tales

10 why people are happy that Star Wars is
like a fairy tale

Date

these friendly characters are old
and have magical powers. They are
like a parent to the hero.

Most fairy tales have a villain, and
it’s very easy to know who they are.
This is no different in Star Wars.
The villains are the people who
wear black, and the heroes wear
white! In some famous fairy tales,
like Snow White or Cinderella, the
villain is one of the hero’s parents.
If you know the plot of Star Wars
well enough, you will know that one
villain is actually the hero’s father.

Finally, all fairy tales have a happy
ending, and this is certainly true of
the Star Wars movies. We know that
the heroes will win, the villains will
be destroyed, and everyone will live
happily ever after.

2 Read the article again. Mark these sentences T (true), F (false), or DS (doesn'’t say).

1

2

3
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The article says people were delighted with the first Star Wars movie.

Harrison Ford thinks Star Wars is like a fairy tale.

The setting of the Star Wars film is important.

In fairy tales, the main character changes by the end of the story.

At the beginning of fairy tales, heroes know who they really are.

A fairy godmother is someone who helps the hero.

There are more villains in Star Wars than most fairy tales.

The ending of Star Wars is similar to a lot of fairy tales.

.
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LISTENING

3 Listen to a conversation between Laura and Finn. Who is the information about, Laura (L) or Finn (F)?

1 has a tattoo

2 wants shorter hair

3 had their hair colored

4 cuts their own hair

5 had something in their ears

6 had angry parents

7 has never had long hair

8 has long hair

.

4 Listen again. Choose the correct answers.

1 Finn likes his tattoo because
A it's big. B other people like it. C it says something interesting.

2 Laura doesn't like his tattoo because
A no one wants to read it. B it's too small. C no one can understand it.

3 Laura says she spends too much
A time thinking about her hair. B money having her hair cut. C money on her hair.

4 First, Finn thinks Laura will look
A hilarious with short hair. B wonderful with short hair. C bad with short hair.

5 Laura thinks her parents won't be angry because she
A used to have green hair. B had her ears pierced. C isn'taboy.

6 If Laura doesn't like her hair, she knows
A she can wear hats for a few months. B she can change the color. C it can grow again quickly.

7 Laura says Finn ought to grow his hair long because
A it will look better than short hair. B itwon't be possible later. C he's never done it before.
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WRITING

5 You have seen this advertisement on a website. Write an article (150-180 words).

Articles wanted

How is it done?

We are looking for people to write articles for

our website, explaining how things are done. For
example, how to cook something, or how to make
something. What are you good at? Write us a short
article, explaining how other people can do it.

All you need to do is write:

e what you need to do first

e Wwhat happens after that and next

e finally, what you need to do

= = o

SPEAKING

6 Work in pairs. Look at the ideas below, of types of story people like. First, talk to each other about why
people like these types of story. Then decide together which type of story you think is most popular.

Why do people
like these kinds
of story?

science
fiction
7 Now think of a story you recently read or watched. Imagine that you were one of the characters in the story.
Tell your partner what happened. You can use the phrases below to help you.

You'll never believe what ...

The strangest thing happened ...
Well ...

Let me finish ...

... was the most annoying thing. ‘
Bl 70

TOTAL SCORE |
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